A Respectful Rebuttal - Part I
There is a discussion on-going at the other 3-506th Website (TF 3-506th Assoc. aka John P. Geraci Chapter) on the proposed shut down of this website--the original 3-506th/TF 3-506th website.  The discussion thread titled "We will welcome you" - Discussion on the proposed shut down of the other 3/506th website.  I am compelled to rebuttal the three individuals statements about me and this website. I apologize to all our members and visitors to our website here for me having to explain once again what I do and why I continue do what I do. Since that website show some 246 who have viewed Mike Krawczyk (RTO & Clerk, Hqts, Co. C 67/68), Ray Mayfield (RTO & Clerk, Hqts. Co. A 67/68) and "Niner" (HHC 1970?) criticism of me and this website, I need to provide some facts, but first their comments.

----------------------------------

Mike Krawczyk, president of the chapter posted the following on 21 November.  

"With the threatened shutdown of the other 3/506th website the members of the TF 3/506th Association/Geraci Chapter of the 101st Airborne Division extend an open invitation to those affected by this shutdown.  Please feel free to register (this helps eliminate spam and porn) on our message board and reply to posts or post you own information.  We do not edit or delete post except for distasteful or slanderous posts.  Welcome aboard and if you have any questions please refer to the Board link on the homepage and contact any of us.

Mike Krawczyk
President"
The next day, Ray Mayfield posted a response.  "i don't know how mike has done it. i have sent him no money to keep this site alive.  ray mayfield"
Mike Krawczyk replied. "Ray, thanks for the kind words but it only costs about 8 dollars a month including the hosting, photo page and domain name through GoDaddy which can be used by anyone, anywhere in the Country.  If I remember correctly we are paid up for 5 years.  There are no other costs.  Mike "
The following day, November 23, someone going by the name "Niner" posted the following: 

"I think the other site producer is just mostly interested in making money....as it has pretty much always has been his obvious object. But...the big question is...... can this site produce some results and attract some people to want to participate? Does it have a plan?  Does it have somebody behind it who is interested in the people that they knew way back then and want to give more than take?
I've gone through a lot of changes at my 6thofthe31st site.  Lots of learning experiences over the last eight or nine years. This site could do a lot of growing.  Just needs some people who have some imagination and try some things. I could give you a list of ideas that I've gone through. But it would be better if you thought up things that could be done by yourself and put yourself into making them happen.
I was only with the 3/506 in Vietnam for a short while. I was in the LNO section and out of the field then, at the end of 1970.  Only three months and back to the world.  There is nothing about the 101st I feel much attachment too. But I'd like to see you who did the tour make more of a splash on the internet.  You should to be proud of what you did and who you knew and what you went through back then. You deserve a well rounded internet site.
LNO section late 1970"
On December 2, Mike Krawczyk posted a response to "Niner" and later edited his original response:  "Niner, We would welcome any of your suggestions on how to improve this site.  We are very proud of our Wartime Service and our continued Service to our Brothers.  We have gained influence with the 101st Association which enables us to help our 3-506th and attached Veterans on a National level.  Again, any ideas to improve our website would be welcome.
Edited by administrator on 02 December 2010 at 3:46pm” 

On December 3, "Niner" responded with the following: 

"Well...since you asked. I'll offer a few that I've had experience with. My site www.6thofthe31st.com has been around for long enough to have explored and done a few things.
The photo album, listed by company and containing individual albums, has accumulated well over 6000 photos. All of the albums have also been sent along to the director of the National Infantry Museum at Benning, in the name of the people who sent them for a historic file to be kept for posterity. Z Frank Hanner is the director of the museum. A Wall page with the names of members of the battalion that were KIA in Vietnam has been established and individual memories of each have been solicited. Most have remarks now, although a few remain unremembered. It also serves as a primary connection with families of next of kin. You would be surprised how many next of kin, to this day, never heard anything from anybody that served with their loved one. I started a timeline with dates of importance to the battalion and also for personal histories drawn from particular dates that remind us what it was like day to day.
I have a "Roster" on a separate page that shows every person who has signed the guestbook over the years that served with the battalion in Vietnam. By posting in the guestbook and leaving an email address I feel they give notice that they want to make contact and permission to list them elsewhere on the site for the purpose of a roster. I list the men by company and show platoon and years and other things that they may post about their service in their guestbook post.We have regularly schedualed "chats". I had a type chatroom put up years ago that, by working at, drew people to it and became popular. Lately, the Skype chat has become real popular. We set a time once a week and every week a few of us show up. It goes on for hours each week.The messageboard is more current than yours. Photos can be added and there is no need to click on the line to line. This kind of board went out of fashion years ago...and almost as old as the message board at the commercial 3/506 site that prompted this string. The board that I use is freeware so it isn't a cost thing. You can add photos to a post by just uploading from your desktop too.And.... like this site...there is nothing for sale and no popups or other crapola.
LNO section late 1970"
--------------------------------

My Rebuttal - Part II

1) I see no problem with Krawczyk's original post. I would have done the exact same thing. However, it was what followed that is undeserving and disrespectful. I attempted to respond, but received the following notice: "Sorry, you do not have permission to reply to posts in this forum"; even though I have registered in the past and posted.

2) Mayfield states that he has sent no money for their site. Although members often times do not donate cash in support of their group, they do donate items and sometimes expensive items, which they purchase, i.e.crystal, etc., and often times have engraved and then donate for auctions in support of their site and missions. Mayfield does this and it is appreciated. It doesn't have to be cash, but lets be honest about support in whatever form.

3) Krawczyk responded to Mayfield stating in part, ..."it only costs about 8 dollars a month including the hosting, photo page and domain name through GoDaddy which can be used by anyone, anywhere in the Country. If I remember correctly we are paid up for 5 years. There are no other costs." 

Some members question my cost for hosting this website. I live in a small town in NW Montana, where we are limited to Internet Providers and whose cost are much higher than in the big cities elsewhere. Krawczyk knows this and his ulterior motive is to discredit me and try and sway members. Against my judgment, here is an actual monthly billing invoice for just my IP cost.  This doesn't take in consideration all the software, hardware, supplies (numerous items), anti-virus products, etc. that is required to stay up and operational.  If I can get what I have now for $8/month, someone please show me how: 
--------------------
Jerry Berry
438 Manor Drive
Libby, MT 59923
293-7678
currahee@lclink.com

My Current Monthly Services
Service Description Rate SurTax 
DSL on Wireless Wireless Broadband Libby $49.95 + $6.14 (tax)
Priority Support Priority Escalation $0.00
Domain hosting (Basic) currahee.org $10.00
MONTHLY SERVICE TOTAL: $59.95 + $6.14 = $66.09-- with one month higher due to dish rental cost. Multiply this by 12 months = $793.08 (over $800 actually with dish rental).

-----------------------

4) This clown "Niner", whoever he is, doesn't know me or has no cause to criticize this website or what I do. His statement, “I think the other site producer is just mostly interested in making money....as it has pretty much always has been his obvious object", offends me. What I have devoted over three decades to and continue to do; and incurred a large amount of debt doing has never been about making money. If that clown knew me, he would know my contributions to the 3-506th: 

a) Found over 900 former members, including almost every individual member in the John P. Geraci Chapter (with the exception of a few), including Krawczyk and Mayfield.

b) Began the 3-506th Group and this original 3-506th website to help find former members, KIA families, get them connected, help members in need, document our unit history, publish four books, assist members with PTSD claims (documents, photos, my personal diary entries, etc.), organized fifteen 3-506th Annual Reunions (with exception of one), publish a monthly newsletter, maintain a Currahee Roster of former members and TF 3-506th members, maintain a list of deceased members, write Veterans Day articles about members for hometown papers, and a list of others.  Bottom line, provide a home (place) where members gather to share something special.  What does the John P. Geraci Chapter offer its members in this realm?

5)  Trooper "Niner" also stated: "The messageboard is more current than yours [the other site]. Photos can be added and there is no need to click on the line to line. This kind of board went out of fashion years ago...and almost as old as the message board at the commercial 3/506 site that prompted this string. The board that I use is freeware so it isn't a cost thing. You can add photos to a post by just uploading from your desktop too. And.... like this site...there is nothing for sale and no popups or other crapola."
Amazing!  If trooper "Niner" knew what he was talking about, he would know that our Message Board is one of the most popular and from a well known providers on the Internet (Bravenet.com & Boards2go.com) and free!  It will do everything his does and more.  We can eliminate popups by paying to do so...as he does.  And as for "crapola", he is disrespectful.  What we offer to our members is our business.  They have the right to offer products to their members, as most every Veterans Group and associations do.  I do it because I am asked to do so and I love doing it for veterans, KIA families, active duty personnel, etc. I get much enjoyment doing this and thanks our good Lord for having the talent to do it.   Here is often a common request from veterans or their families:

 On 11/19/2010 8:47 AM, Corinna wrote: 

Hi , I was wondering if you could costumnize this shirt for me ? 

Product # 030 277 6772 89. I just need the Iraq removed and leave the Afghanistan on it! 
 

 

I spent hrs last night looking for the perfect gift and finally found this shirt and I knew it was perfect for my Son , He is currently with the 2/320th F&A Serving in Afghanistan. 

 

 

Sincerely Corinna Yocklin
It was an active duty soldier’s family member who asked me in the first place to create  the product for them.  
I will end this by recommending trooper "Niner" don't visit our website, if it disturbs him with what we do here, but if he does, we welcome him, but leave off the criticism.  I would never criticize his website or Krawczyk's.  I think the John P. Geraci website is a fine website.  There is so much and many good constructive things we could be discussing and offering our members  I would like for our two groups to come back together, before the "Grim Reaper" visits each of us.  Life is to precious and short for us to be wasting our time with this crap!

Jerry in Montana 

Webmaster 3-506th 

